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Norwegian Co-operation Programme
The Norwegian Co-operation Programme with Bulgaria aims to stimulate the economic growth and sustainable development and to strengthen the bilateral relations. The Norwegian Government made available EUR 20 mill. for co-financing of projects to contribute to innovation and technology exchange and business development between Bulgaria and Norway for the period January 2007 – April 2009.
One of the main requirements for applications is proven partnership agreement between Bulgarian and Norwegian entities. Thus, the co-operation between the Bulgarian and Norwegian institutions, NGOs and business entities is to be strengthened.
Grant commitments to Bulgaria – EUR 20 million.
Priority sectors:
· Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, including Joint Implementation projects under the Kyoto protocol, and other emissions in air and water;
· Energy efficiency and renewable energy;
· Facilitating sustainable production, including certification and verification;
· Implementation of Schengen acquis, support of national Schengen Plans as well as strengthening the judiciary.
Management framework
The state owned company Innovation Norway is responsible for the administration of the Norwegian Co-operation Programme in receiving and assessing the project applications, signing the grant agreements, monitoring the projects and reporting for their proper implementation. The Management of the EU Funds Directorate within the Ministry of Finance acts as the National Focal Point and is a partner of Innovation Norway for project coordination in Bulgaria.
Results of the project selection process:

Following the assessment of all the applications submitted before the application deadline of December 31, 2008, as many as 22 individual projects were approved as follows:

· 9 in the sustainable production sector; 8 in the energy efficiency sector; 3 covering the environment sector and 2 dealing with Schengen acquis issues;
· promoters included: 10 public institutions, 8 NGOs and 4 private entities;
· in terms of regional distribution: Central South – 5 projects; North-East – 3 projects; North-West, South-West, Central North and Black Sea regions each with 1 project. The remainder of 10 projects will be at national level.
Deadline for implementation of approved projects is April 30th, 2011.
You could get more information about the Programme by visiting www.norwaygrants.org.
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